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Presentation of Qualified
Expert Witness

Summer 2010

On December 2 and
3, 2009, a Qualified
Expert Witness
(QEW) training was
held in Rapid City,
SD. This training
was hosted by the
Yankton Sioux Tribe
and encompassed
the eight Sioux tribes
of South Dakota
(Lower Brule Sioux
Tribe was not in at-
tendance).

Each tribe’s ICWA
officer was responsi-
ble for bringing one
or more people who
were knowledgeable
of that respective
tribe’s culture, social
structure and child
rearing practices,
that they felt would
be beneficial in testi-
fying on behalf of Na-
tive American chil-
dren that are in the
care of the state’s

social service, child
protection system.

Myren with each
tribe’s list of quali-
fied expert wit-
nesses for the
courts to utilize.

Both Judges
Davis and Myren,
along with David

Shown in the photo
are David Valandra,
ICWA Director for
the Crow Creek
Sioux Tribe, and
Raymond Cour-

Presiding Judge Jeff Davis, David
Valandra, Chief Justice David Gilbertson,
Raymond Cournoyer, and Circuit Judge
Scott Myren

noyer, ICWA Direc-
tor for the Yankton
Sioux Tribe, present-

Valandra, are
members of the
Court Improvement
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ing Chief Justice
David Gilbertson,
Presiding Judge Jeff
Davis and Circuit
Court Judge Scott

Program under
which this training
and list develop-
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Inside this issue:

Welcome to the seventh is-

SCA’s Message. 4th Graders’ Observations

New Employees

6th Circuit Clerks Unite; CMS Update

Polar Plunge in Sioux Falls

New Offices for Old Jail Building

New Courthouse. Laurie Oban’s Retirement

Training, Lynn Sudbeck Retirement. HR Corner

2 sue of the UJS Newsletter!

Articles, information and feed-
back are welcome. Articles

6 and information will be

7 printed as space allows.
Please email your information
to Gloria Guericke.



State Court Administrator’s Message

These glorious sum-
mer days almost erase
the memories of the
long, cold winter that is
finally behind us. | hope
everyone has plans to
get outside to enjoy our |
warm weather - either
with an evening walk,
some gardening, a pic-
nic, or possibly a vaca-
tion at the beach. Take
the time to "smell the
roses" in life.

Some of you may be
aware that my husband re-
cently had an emergency
health situation and he is now
in the recuperation stage. |
would like to thank those who
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Patricia Duggan, State Court Administrator

provided support, whether it was

through prayers, cards, or phone
calls. It was a very scary time pe-
riod for us and the support of family
and friends helped make the situa-

tion bearable.

4th Graders’ Observations

I'm pleased to report that
the CMS project is moving
ahead and you'll find details
in this issue. The HR Col-
umn is a new feature for the
newsletter. We're also intro-
ducing you to some new

) employees and noting the

retirement of long-time em-
ployees Nancy Peterson

and Laurie Oban. The

Fourth Circuit reported in

with an office remodel, and

some of the CSOs in the
1st Circuit participated in a
fundraising event for the
Special Olympics. We have
many dedicated, talented
people in the UJS.

=,

Chief Justice Gilbertson
provides an annual tour to a
4th grade class, whose
teacher requires her students
to run their own Legislature.
The students elect their own
officers, research and write
bills, and debate them.

This year the 4th grade
class came to the Capitol dur-
ing the legislative session and
the Chief Justice explained to
these 88 fourth graders how
the Supreme Court works.
The students are very knowl-
edgeable about state govern-
ment, but they are still fourth
graders. Below are several

favorite comments from the

“thank you” notes that they sent.

. Landon—House Majority
Whip:

“Why is the carpet in the court-
room so soft?”

e Brittney—House Majority
Leader:

“When we went on our outside
tour we saw a lot of geese. They
were coming closer to us but
then a car came by and they
went back. One of the geese on
the land was yelling to the other
geese to get out of the road.”

o Dakota—Senate Minority
Whip:

“‘How many blue tiles can you
find?”

¢ Allison—Senate Assistant
Majority Leader:

“I thought it would be kind of
fun to be a Supreme Court
Justice.”

o Will—Senate Minority
Whip:

“My favorite part of the trip
was meeting you and the
Fighting Stallions.”
Kind words are
the music of

the world.

EW. Faber
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Please Welcome These New Employees:

£ ‘ ’9

Judge Mark Barnett poées
with new Court Reporter
Jaynie Harrison.

Sixth Circuit

After a long and arduous
search, the Sixth Circuit has
hired Jaynie Harrison as an
official reporter. She will be
working with Circuit Judge

Mark Barnett. Jaynie is a re-
cent graduate of the Denver
Academy of Court Reporting
and is a welcome addition to
the Sixth Circuit team. The
Sixth Circuit Judges and Cir-
cuit Administrator would like
to express their appreciation
for the hard work of Lori
Grode, Mona Weiger, and Ed
Midgley, who went above and
beyond the call of duty in
helping out during the va-
cancy. Jaynie would like to
express her sincere apprecia-
tion for the assistance of Lori
Grode and Mona Weiger in
helping her settle into the role
of an official reporter.

Matthew Naasz, Staff Attorney

The Supreme Court is
pleased to announce that
Matthew Naasz has been
hired as a Staff Attorney for
the Court.

Matt is a native of Aber-
deen who graduated from
Aberdeen Central High
School. For the next four
years, Matt was an Army
strategic systems repairer
stationed in Arizona and Ko-
rea. After two years at
SDSU, Matt transferred to
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Northern State University
where he graduated with an
English major. He attended
the University of South Da-
kota School of Law where he
was a staff writer and copy
editor of the South Dakota
Law Review. After passing
the Bar, Matt was an associ-
ate with the Gunderson,
Palmer, Nelson & Ashmore
law firm in Rapid City for four
years.

Matt’s wife, Carissa, is an
elementary school teacher
who now enjoys being a stay-
at-home mom to their daugh-
ters Isabelle, two years old,
and Ariel, one year old. The
family also includes yellow
lab, Frankie. In his spare
time, Matt enjoys spending
time with his family, hunting,
fishing, and following the
Twins.

Budget & Finance Office.

The Budget and Finance Office
has two new staff members.
Please welcome Nyla Sprinkel,
our new Senior Accountant and
Darla Livermont, our new Ac-
counting Clerk.

N )

S i B N
Nyla Sprinkel, Senior Ac-
countant

Darla Livermont, Accounting
Clerk
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And More New Employees:

/

Court Reporter Ed Midgley in
the courtroom with Judge

The Sixth Circuit would like
to welcome Court Reporter
Ed Midgley to Winner, South
Dakota. Ed hails from Utah
and brings valuable experi-

ence to the court. He is work-

ing with Circuit Judge Kath-
leen F. Trandanhl.

Ed is a skilled professional,
but also has a wonderful
sense of humor. He has
noted that South Dakota has
much to offer, including “all
four weather seasons in one
day.”

Welcome, Ed Midgley!

/N\CJD

Kathleen Trandahl.

Charlene Sundstrom

CMS Office.

Charlene Sundstrom has
begun her new duties as a
Court Operations Specialist.
Her duties center around
the implementation of the
new Odyssey case manage-
ment system for the UJS.

Before moving to Pierre,
Charlene was the Clerk of
Court in Miner County for
almost 20 years.

Legal Interns

The State Court Adminis-
trator’s Office welcomes
summer interns Benjamin
Dennis and Stephanie
Chase. Both are law stu-
dents and will be doing legal
research for the SCAO.

Welcome, Stephanie and
Benjamin!

Benjamin Dennis

I/T’s Summer Interns

FR

Ted Jackson

Ted Jackson, I/T Intern
based out of the Pierre office,
will provide phone support
statewide and on-site support
in the central part of the state.

Austin Taylor, based out of
the Sioux Falls office, will pro-
vide phone support statewide
and on-site support in the
eastern side of the state.

Both Ted and Austin are
students at Dakota State Uni-
versity.

Stephanie Chase
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Sixth Circuit Clerks Unite

The Sixth Circuit clerks of
court gathered to celebrate
retiring clerk Nancy Peter-
son’s 28 years of service to
the Unified Judicial System.

Nancy was the clerk in
Jackson County from 1988 to
2010. She will be replaced by
Carol Schofield, who has
been with the UJS since
1989.

Carol worked in Jackson
County as Nancy’s deputy
from 1989 until her appoint-
ment as the Haakon County
clerk in 1996.

Janet Magelky will be the
acting Haakon County clerk
until a permanent appointee
is selected.

Presiding Judge Lori S.
Wilbur presented Nancy with
a commemorative plaque ac-
knowledging Nancy’s dedica-
tion to the UJS.

In front: Nola LaRosh and Carol Schofield

Standing front row: Marilyn Hanson, Judy Feddersen, Nancy
Peterson, Linda Larson and Kathie Westphal.

Standing back row: Andrea Wade, Denise Anderson and Mar-

sha Hodge.
Not pictured is Deb Serr.

Case Management System (CMS) Project Update

UJS is currently in the
Planning Phase (Phase 0)
of the CMS Project. During
Phase 0, we have identified
issues and processes that
are different between our
legacy CMS and Tyler’s
Odyssey product. These
issues are being docu-
mented and we are cur-
rently working with the ap-
propriate business commit-
tee - the Clerk’s Develop-
ment Committee (CDC),
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the Court Services Development clerk/scheduling staff Jackie

Committee (CSDC), Circuit Ad-

ministrators, and the Budget &
Finance office (accounting is-
sues) to discuss and prioritize

the work that needs to be done

in each specific area.

In late April, circuit administra-

tors Tony Benning and Karl
Thoennes, case management
staff Nancy Anderson and
Danette Zickrick, contractor
Sheryl Yanagi, and deputy

Moment, Donna Koop, Brit
Ryan, and Brenda Jarrott ob-
served the Odyssey system in
action in four high-volume
courts in Minnesota (Stillwater,
Anoka, Hastings, and St.
Paul). Visits with court admin-
istrators, scheduling staff, and
clerks supported UJS’s deci-
sion to choose the Odyssey
system. The group also
learned first-hand that the sys-
tem can (cont’d. on page 6)
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Polar Plunge in Sioux Falls

Several of the Second Cir-
cuit's Court Services Officers
participated in the Polar
Plunge, which is a
benefit for Special
Olympics.

This year’s team won
the contest for best
costume. The Polar
Plunge was held on
April 24 at 2:00 p.m.
Participants only stay in
the water for a few mo-
ments as the tempera-
ture is quite a shock to
the system and you
kind of “freeze” in place
until the helpers (fire
fighters and police) turn
you in the right direc-
tion and help you out of
the water.

In case you're won-
dering, the air tempera-

ture was 67 and the water
temperature was 58. Brrr!

Approximately $1300 was

raised in this popular event.

Back row: Court Services Officers Kelli Rockafellow, Jason Lillestol, Amy
Berthelsen, Chad Clark, Jake Vander Zee and Lisa Neuhardt

Front row. children: Carter Pfitzer, Logan Berthelsen, Lucas Berthelsen,
Taren Pfitzer and Keegan Hemenway

Case Management System (CMS) Project Update, (cont’d. from page 5)

handle our scheduling needs
and allow courtroom staff to
quickly dispose of cases in
court.

Project priority recommen-
dations from each of the busi-
ness committees will be pre-
sented to the CMS Steering
Committee at a meeting
scheduled on June 24-25.
Information will also be pro-
vided that will overview the
work necessary to complete
our external agency inter-
faces, the integration with our

legacy CMS, reporting, and
auditing.

Once the CMS Steering
Committee has reviewed all
of the above reports, the task
of the CMS Steering Commit-
tee will be to identify and ap-
prove which issues will be de-
veloped/programmed into Ty-
ler's Odyssey CMS and which
issues UJS will need to ac-
commodate by changing our
business practices.

The recommendations from

the CMS Steering Committee
will be documented and a re-
port will be sent to State
Court Administrator Patricia
Duggan by the first week of
July. If Pat approves the rec-
ommendations from the re-
port, the project will move on
to Phase 1 of the project in
mid-July. Phase 1 includes
System Development, Con-
figuration, Conversion, Test-
ing, Training, and implemen-
tation of the pilot site.

)
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New Offices for Old Jail Building

Just weeks after the Butte
County Health Nurse moved
from the old jail building be-
hind the courthouse to bigger

Chief Court Services Offi-
cer Derrick Nedved paint-
ing a wall.

quarters in a strip mall, com-
missioners approved a letter
to the Fourth Judicial Circuit
Court administrator offering
the space to court services.

Court services had ap-
proached commission-
ers asking for the
space at their earlier
January meeting. The
court areas on the
third floor of the court-
house have been out-
grown, commissioners
were told.

The work load of pri- |8
vate interviews and for
doing pre-sentence
investigations in a

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 2

An office before being remod-
eled.

small and crowded office had
created problems for the
court services operation,
commissioners were told in
conversations with Michael
Pisciotta, the administrator for
circuit court.

The old jail building also
houses the county’s highway
department and S.D. Game,
Fish and Parks offices.

It had also housed the
county’s emergency dispatch
center and sheriff’s office in
recent years, but new tech-

Court Services Officer Tyler
Bickerdyke and support staff
Hallie Budmayr installing a
new door lock.

An office after bein ren;odeled:

Tyler sitting in his new office.

nology and backup power
brought a move of those of-
fices into the lower level of
the courthouse several years
ago.

The jail is on the national
register of historic places, as
is the courthouse.

Story by Milo Dailey, BCP
staff; from the Northern Black
Hills Weekly group website:
http.//www.blackhillsweekly
group.com. January 27, 2010.
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New Hanson County Courthouse

The dedication of the This courthouse is the third
new Hanson County - * Hanson County Courthouse
Courthouse in Alexandria, at this site.

SD was held on May 21,
2010, in the new court-
room.

The first courthouse, built
in 1885, served until it was
destroyed by an accidental
fire on October 6, 1901. The
second courthouse, built in
1904, served until it was de-
molished on November 1,

Presiding 1st Circuit
Judge Arthur Rusch
spoke at the ceremony,
giving a brief history of the

county’s' courthouses, 2008, after the building be-
and praising the county ~ Front entrance to the new Hanson came structurally unsound.
commissioners on their County Courthouse. In Alexandria,

new facility. SD

The new courthouse
was greatly admired by all
the attendees and a com-
munity BBQ followed the
dedication ceremony.

The new courthouse is
a single story wood frame
with brick veneer built by
Puetz Corporation of
Mitchell at a cost of ap-
proximately $3 million. Presiding Judge Rusch at the Han-
son County Courthouse dedication.

The new courtroom.

Retirement Luncheon for Laurie Oban

At noon on Friday, May 28, the Edmunds
County Courthouse sponsored a retirement
luncheon for Laurie Oban.

Shown in the photo on the right is Judge Von
Wald presenting Laurie with a plaque honoring
her for her past 27 years of service to the Uni-
fied Judicial System.

Best wishes to Laurie on her retirement!

S,
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Leadership Institute Underway

Leadership Institute Train-
ing was recently held in Rapid
City, Aberdeen and Sioux
Falls. Participants broke into
small groups to invent sce-
narios to utilize their new

skills.

-

; ﬁr\.
Above: Judicial Branch Edu-

cator Karn Barth relaying in-
formation to the Sioux Falls

group.

Above and below: Leadership
Institute in Rapid City.

Above: Leadership Institute
in Aberdeen.

| Right: Sioux Falls class
working in groups processing
information they learned.

Celebration Plans for Lynn Sudbeck’s Retirement

A retirement celebration is held a number of positions
planned for Lynn Sudbeck on and contributed to the Unified
Wednesday, September 8. Judicial System in many ways
The reception will be held in over the years.
the Capitol Café from 2:00 to

Lynn’s retirement plans in-
clude travel and quilting.

Lynn started work with the
UJSin August 1994, and has =)
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Human Resources Corner

May was benefits enroliment
month for state employees. HR
has received questions from
some employees about the im-
pact the new Health Care Reform
Act, signed into law by President
Obama on March 23, will have
on their benefits. BOP Benefits
is awaiting guidance from the
federal government on these is-
sues. Look for this information in
the benefits newsletter Lisa
Mammenga sends via email
each month.

The President has also signed
into law on April 15 an extension
of both COBRA subsidy benefits
for the jobless and unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.

Check it out! Human Re-
sources/Judicial Training has de-
veloped a snapshot of informa-
tion from their office, including
performance indicators (HR/
Training "dashboard"), that is
posted on the intranet under Hu-
man Resources. Information will
be updated quarterly.

Last but by no means least,
May 5 marked State Employee
Recognition Day. UJS employ-
ees provide a valued service to
both the state's court system and
to its citizens. We wish to recog-
nize every UJS employee at this
time and express our apprecia-
tion for your service. We espe-
cially want to recognize the fol-
lowing employees for their more
than 30 years of service to the
UJS (many on this list also have

additional service with other
state offices and a few have
been with us since before
unification):

Roger Hisek (1st Circuit)
Robin Iverson (1st Circuit)
Deborah Pfeffer (1st Circuit)
Linette Schnabel (1st Circuit)

Deborah Beuckens (2nd Cir-
cuit)

Tracey Butler (2nd Circuit)

Janeen Genzlinger (2nd Cir-
cuit)

Alan Hall (2nd Circuit)

Karla Hall (2nd Circuit)

Tony Benning (3rd Circuit)
Jerome Johnson (3rd Circuit)
Connie Stoebner (3rd Circuit)
Carol Worth (3rd Circuit)
Jack Howell (4th Circuit)
Ronald Ryken (4th Circuit)

Michael Brumbaugh (5th Cir-
cuit)

Angie Goetz (5th Circuit)
Calleen Misterek (5th Circuit)
Richard Neal (5th Circuit)
Rodney Simons (5th Circuit)
Shelley Smith (5th Circuit)
Sally Swanson (5th Circuit)
Deborah Serr (6th Circuit)
Ranae Truman (7th Circuit)

Sheridan Anderson (Supreme
Court)

Mary Kebach (Supreme Court)
Pam Templeton (SCAO)

Congratulations to all and
thank you for your service!!

Happiness is not
achieved by the conscious
pursuit of happiness; it is

generally the by-product

of other activities.

Aldous Huxley

Presentation of
Qualified Expert

Witness, (cont’d.
from page 1)

ment is supported.

The Court Improvement Pro-
gram coordinates efforts be-
tween agencies working with
abused and neglected (A&N)
children.

Another recent project
funded through the Court Im-
provement Program was the
development of a training video
available on the UJS website
for attorneys to view before
they can become certified to
represent children in child
abuse and neglect cases.

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 2
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